National Guardsmen escort strikers across Heron Street on July 8,
1935. (Jones Historical Collection)

Lonac, a retired Port of Grays Harbor employee,
said in 1999.)

“The gas invaded nearby dwellings, bringing pro-
tests from the residents,” the World reported. In
one house was a sick boy, angry neighbors said, and
the gas made him sicker.

“The gas barrage followed the discovery of two
cupsfull of roofing nails and tacks spread on the
road, sometime during the night,” the paper re-
ported, “Picket captains and strike leaders denied
responsibility, and the pickets began gathering up
the small nails. Abour 8 o'’clock, more tacks were
discovered and the barrage followed. Police claimed
they did not act until someone in the crowd was
seen to throw tacks on the road.”

Approximately ten gas “bombs” were set off by
the troopers. The strikers fled, rubbing their sore
eyes, coughing and wheezing. Regrouping a few
blocks away, they “became sullen ... and grim
countenances replaced the smiles of the early-
morning and yesterday,”

Across the river, about 1,500 pickets were still
holding the fort at Harbor Plywood. The strikers
there were outraged by the tear gas attack on their
“brothers and sisters,” but there were no incidents.

They did not touch the coffee that mill manage-

ment had set out for them. (“Seab java!” said one

worker.) Picket captains noted that the mill owners
had hired armed guards from Seattle.

‘The unions sent a delegation to meet with Gov-
ernor Martin, emphasizing that the picketing had
been peaceful and asking him to remove the state
troopers.

Martin said he supported labor but felt strongly
that if a man wanted to cross a picket line, that was
his inalienable right. The governor said he had con-
fidence in State Patrol Chief William Cole, “who
paid Aberdeen a flying visit and expressed satisfac-
tion with the handling of the Grays Harbor situa-
tion by his men.”

On July 3, Hoguiam was preparing to host the
major Fourth of July celebration on the Harbor,
including a street parade, an air circus at the Port
Dock landing strip, water sports and a public wed-
ding at 9 p.m. at the 7th Street Theatre, followed
by a dance at the Vasa Hall.

But the strikers were in no mood to celebrate.
Aberdeen Plywood and the American Door Fac-
tory in Hoquiam, an affiliate of Harbor Plywood,
announced they were set to resume operations on
Friday under protection of the State Patrol.

On the morning of the 3rd, there were 400 pick-
ets at the Bay City mill, spilling over onto West
Boulevard. Troopers decreed that no more than
three pickets could be posted at each of the three
entrances and threatened to use more tear gas.
There were still 1,500 pickets at Harbor Plywo'od,
but'the State Patrol moved quickly to disperse
them. |

Troopers also razed the nicest picket shack
anyone could recall seeing. The men had jokingly
called it “palatial,” having fashioned it neatly from
plywood. Inside they had installed a stove, benches
and other amenities. The troopers and Aberdeen
police also tote down a number of tents the strikers
had been using.

On the 4th, both sides took a breather, the calm
before the storm.

Grays Harbor Lumber Co. at Hoquiam and
Schafer Bros. No. 4 mill in Aberdeen resumed
operations on July 5, bringing to six the number
of mills operating on the Harbor. The mill owners
said they had 400 workets on the job. The unions
said it was half that. “Numerous reports of beat-
ings circulated.” ‘

Coincidentally, in the other Washington, Presi-
dent Roosevelt was signing the Wagner Labor Bil],
guaranteeing workers the right to bargain collec-
tively.

ON THE HARBOR

HOW MANY MARCHED?

Estimating the size of

a crowd is never easy

— especially when politics
is involved.

Take the luly 8, 1835,
march from Aberdeen to Ho-
guiam in support of striking
Northwest lumber workers,

“One husiness man
counted 1,200 passing a
dowrtown corner. Ancther, a
block away, counted 9,000,7
the Aberdeen Daily World
noted.

Some said the parade was
thirteen blocks long; others
sald it was only seven. And
some maintained that the
line was six people wide;
others said it was only four.
Who was right?

The State Patrol said it
was anyona’s guess. The
National Guard venturad
that it was 1,700 — ciearly
a lowball figure.

Reporters staked out the
middie ground. The Associ-
ated Press put it 2t 5,000,
though a more generous
Seattle newspaper argued it
was 10,000.

“Any count was difficuit
because the line varied at
different points,” the World
said. “It gained recruits
as it went along. Some
continued with i, others
dropped out.”

Hoping for an impartial
methodoiogy, reporiers
frem the World did some
arithmetic.

“If the marchers were six
abreast, on the average,
with four fest of space
between the ranks, the ap-
proximate number per block
would be 500, This would
yield a totai of about 6,000
in a line twelve blocks
long,” they wrote.

Inside, Editor and Publish-
er Werner A. Rupp leunched
a pre-emptive strike against
criticism, right and left.

“It would have been much
more pleasant to have sus-
pended publication during
the strike and iet all hands
take & needed vacation,” he
lamented.



Fro‘m “\\ievxsand ‘:'s"

banker, wheeler-dealer and cigar-chomping confl-
dant of the Harbor’s upper crust.

Patterson’s uncle Jimmy had invited him to come
down to the Harbor. Once here, he took a job in
Aberdeen selling real estate and insurance, then
signed on as a cashier for $40 a month when a man
named Harry Hayes arrived from Iilinois to starta
bank. While working for the bank (located where
Jack in the Box is today), Billy received a telegram
that his facher had died in Quebec.

He returned home, and for a brief while he and
a friend looked for work, exploring Winnipeg and
Edmonton for greener pastures. But Patterson re-
alized that the Harbor held the best prospects. He
wrote Harry Hayes and got his old job back.

Over the next several years, Parterson became a
manager for the newly formed American Mill Co.
and partner in an insurance business, all while still
on the bank’s payroll. When Harry Hayes died
unexpectedly, Patterson became cashier of the re-
organized Hayes & Hayes Bank.

A few years later, he also became the second
husband of the widow Hayes. The new Mrs. Pat-
terson was as active as her husband. She became
the bank’s president and led the local suffragisc
movement in 1910 that aimed to get women the
right to vote.

“In the years that followed,” wrote historian Ed
Van Syckle, “Grays Harbor and Hayes & Hayes
flourished. Patterson seemed to have the magic
touch; his banking judgments seemed without flaw.
He became a social bigwig and a fabulous host, and
as a throne for his activities he formed a company
and created the Grays Harbor Country Club.”

A common joke at the time was that on Grays
Harbor at least, B.P.O.E. — the initials of the Be-
nevolent & Protective Order of Elks — actually
stood for “Billy Patterson Owns Everything.”

It was not far from the truth. The Hayes & Hayes
Bank, which came to be known as “Pacterson’s
bank,” backed sawmills, logging outfits and ship-
builders. Patterson personally approved the $500
stake that made Edward Finch rich in California’s
oil fields and led to the construction of the Finch
Building, the city’s first “skyscraper,” in 1910.

In his spare time, Patterson helped promote cigar
maker Les Maley’s famous five-cent “Think-of-Me”
cigars, though naturally he smoked the ten-cent

“White Squadron.” Billy drove swell cars, wore dap-
per clothes and lived in a fabulous mansion where
McDermoth School now stands.

g L T it BT AR R R
Billy Patterson had backed the Finch Building but be wouldw't back
the Port's comprebensive plans. (Jones Historical Collection)

ON THE HARBOR

SPEAK LIKE A NATIVE

Like loggers and fishermen,
longshore warkers have a
language all their own.

The terminclogy even
varies Trom port to port. For
example, longshore workers
in Seattle and other major
ports eften refer 1o them-
selves as “stevedores.”
Here on the Harbor, it's
always “longshoremen.”

Here are a few key words:

casual: A person working
as a longshoreman who is
not a registered member of
the Intermnational Longshore
& Warehouse Union local.
Many ILWL members get
their start as “casuals,”
taking the jobs left over
when the union members
are all working.

gang: A group of long-
shoremen working together
to unload & ship. In the oid
days, a “gang” was & sat
group of people who always
worked tegether. Today, the
union local will make up a
new “gang” each time a
ship comes in.

longshoreman: A dock
worker who oads and
unloads ships. A "steve-
dore” — from the Sparish
“sstibadory” meaning “one
who stows” — is the same
thing, but that word is not
used by longshoremen on
the Harbor. Recognizing
the growing role of women
on the docks, the ILWU
changed its name from the
International Longshore-
men’s and Warchousemen'’s
Union in 1297, dropping the

& "

men.

sweetheart shift: The third
shift of the day, between
3 and 8 a.m. “The name
comas from the fact that
you should be at home
with your sweetheart during
these hours,” explains
longtime longshoreman Max
Vekich Ir. At other ports, the
shift is called a “hoot ow!”
or “hoot,” or less descrip-
tively, as the “third shift.”

warehouzseman: A person
who is working in a ware-
house or the area around
the dock, but not oh & ship.

7



HOW THEY DID IT

When the Port of Grays
Harbor shipped a billion
board feet in a single year,
at least one local paper
resolved to describe how it
was done.

The Grays Harbor Wash-
ingtonian, Hoquiam’s morr-
ing daily, estimated that
more than fifty large and
small mills and “a score of
logging companies” played
a role.

They also made up a list
of names of the larger
mills, which today is a
snapshot of the timber
industry in 1924,

In Aberdeen, Cosmopolis
and Junction City, there
were twelve sawmills:
Anderson & Middleton, Ab-
erdeen Lumber & Shingle,
American Mill, Bay City
Lumber Company, Bishop
Mill, Denovan Mill Nos. 1
and 2, Grays Harbor Com-
mercial Company, Grays
Harbor Shingle Company,
Hulbert Mill, A.J. West Mill
and the Wilson Brothers
mill.

There were five sawmills
in Hoquiam: Grays Harbor
Lumber Company, Hoguiam
Lumber & Shingle Com-
pany, Eureka Cedar Lumber
& Shingle Company, North
Western Lumber Company
and E.K. Wood Lumber
company.

The paper also noted that
the National Lumber &
Manufacturing Company in
Hogquiam had burmead down
in August.

78

Like many bankers, he was also a die-hard con-
servative. When the capitalist-hating Industrial
Workers of the World — the “Wobblies” — came
to town for a free speech fight in 1911, Patterson
played a starring role in the citizens’ militia that
aimed to oust the “anarchist radicals.” Armed with
an ax handle, he and Ed Benn, son of the city’s
founder, made one of the first arrests of a Wobbly
soap-boxer and escorted him to jail.

And when Frank Lamb began talking about
starting up a port on Grays Harbor, Billy’s ears
pricked up. Under the Port District Act of 1911,
there were two sources of funding for ports: Issu-
ing bonds linked to the assessed value of the dis-
trict and levying property taxes of up to two mills

on each dollar.

As bank manager, Patterson personally knew the -

mill operators and timber owners who had large
tracts of land on Grays Harbor. They already had
their own private docks for shipping, and they
didn’t want to see public ones paid for with prop-
erty taxes coming out of their pockets. With few
exceptions, big business on the Harbor opposed
the creation of the new Port.

Because of his social position, though, Patterson
couldn’t come right out and oppose it. Instead, he
slyly signed himself up to be a candidate for one
of its three commissioner posts and was quietly
elected without opposition. Once in office, Patter-
son set about making himself Lamb’s nemesis.

Under the Port District Act, the newly formed
Port of Grays Harbor could not spend any money
for docks or other improvements until it came up
with a “comprehensive plan.”

‘The new commissioners hired Virgil Bogue, that
early proponent of public ports, to come up with
one for $5,000. Four months later, his plan was in,
and it was comprehensive if nothing else. Miles
of docks were proposed for the Harbor’s mudflats.
Lamb later said that Bogue's plan was ambitious
enough to serve the Port of New York.

Nonetheless, voters approved it 1,017 to 325 in
an election on December 6, 1913. That same year,

the state of Washingron had given the new Porta

sixty-eight-acre tract of land that straddled Myrtle
Street, the dividing line between Aberdeen and
Hoquiam. Because of the long-standing rivalry
between the two cities, the land was seen as the
perfect compromise to the problem of favoritism.
‘The Port now had ample property for a dock and
terminals, the ability to levy about $75,000 in tax-

ON THE HARBOR

es each year and resources to issue $1.25 million in
bonds. Everything seemed to be falling into place
for Frank Lamb’s industrial-strength dream, and
just two people stood in the way.

Billy Patterson knew how to win friends and
influence people, and his plan for his fellow com-
missioner McNeill was simple. In exchange for
approval of several stream control projects worth
about $5,000 total on the Chehalis River near
Montesano, McNeill would side with Patrerson
in turning down any plans to spend money build-
ing the proposed docks and terminal.

Patterson’s plan wotked beautifully. For neatly a
decade starting in 1910, Frank Lamb was unable to
get anything past his two fellow commissioners.

Using the same ingenuity and persistence that
he had shown when he developed new logging
methods and equipment years before, the Stan-
ford-educated botanist and forester decided to

“smoke them out.”

First, Lamb came up with his own plan for the
Port’s terminals. Instead of the sixty-eight acres on
Myrtle Street, Lamb’s proposal was for a smaller
dock at the end of 8th Street in Hoquiam. He
prepared the drawings for the smaller terminal
himself and presented them before the fall elec-
tion in 1919,

“The scheme worked exactly as I planned,” Lamb
wrote later. “At a well attended and acrimonious
meeting at Aberdeen City Hall, Patterson and
McNeill voted it down. The people of Hoquiam
were incensed and started an alliance with Elma
and other East County interests to replace Mc-
Neill with a commissioner who would work with
me.”

Aberdeen voters, meantime, worried that the
Port would end up in Hoquiam. Joe Vance, a lam-
berman from Malone who sided with Lamb, was
persuaded to run against McNeill and won hand-
ily with support from Aberdeen and Hoquiam,
1,526 to 345.

Billy Patterson saw that the tide had turned and
submitted gracefully.

In January of 1920, Lamb and his new ally ap-
pointed an engineer to draw up plans for slips and
docks at the Myrtle Street site. The Port rented
the dredge Washington and deepened the inner
channel from Grays Harbor City to Aberdeen
to a twenty-four-foot draft. Some $1.05 million
in bonds were issued to pay for the dredging and

construction of the terminals.



Hellraisers Journal: 700 Thugs Organized
by Mayor Parks to Stop IWW Free Speech
Fight in Aberdeen, Washington
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Hellraisers Journal - Sunday December 18, 1911
“FREE SPEECH must be established in Aberdeen! ON TO ABERDEEN!!”

From the Spokane Indusirial Worker of Deceraber 7, 1911:

‘We will now sing that touching hymn entifled
“Throw.a Liftle Dough Upon the Drom.”




fmﬁlﬁ OF SPEECH

-MAYOR PARKS THREATENS TO MURDER,

ABERDEEN, Wash., Dec. 1.-Aberdeen is quiet after the storm. The 1. W. Ws have left, and
can’t come back now if they want to. In fact, they did petition the mayor for permission te
return peaceably, and were refused. So say the citizens.

Sympathizers with the organization, however, say guardedly that the “woods are full” of I,
W. W'’s walting for the proper time 1o sirike a second blow against the iown which, they
say, has denied them the right of free speech.

The bustling lumber town is in 4 hubbub of excitement. The recent “invasion” is the toplc
of conversation on every street corner. Every one is arcused. “Aberdeen for law and
airder,'” is the motto..

The 700 citizen police are still in avthority and have their hickory a% handles and stout
‘wagon wheel spokes handy in case they are needed agair. The fown is unnaturally qidet-
like the calm before a storm. Serious men realize that the war may not yet be ended, and
are waiting.

When the first skirmish took place five men mounted soap boxes on prominent sireet
corners and demanded the right to preach their doctrine wherever they pleased. They
were arrested. The next night 150 men wearing red tags made 4 demonstration before the
city jail in favor of their imprisoried comrades. City officials ordered out the fire
department and the crowd of 1. W. W’s and many bystanders were spaked with water.
Several arrests followed. Friday Mayor Parks -gai?a the oath io 500 special police, The
number has since been swelled to 700. The L W. W.'s attefripted to hold a meeting in the
Empire theater and the hardest struggle of the week took place. Citizen police patrolled all
streets in squads and arrested every man they could find wearing the red tag of the L W.
‘Ws. The meeting was dispersed.

Friday at midnight came the sensational “silent cure.” Thirty of the ringleaders under
arrest were faken to the eastern edge of the town by a strong guard of citizens. They wers
stationed several feet dpart and not allowed to talk.

“Don’t hurry, boys; the tar isn’t hot yet,” was the only word spoken by the Vigilance
commitiee. The prisoners had no knowledge of their fate. In the band were men who have
for years been citizens of Aberdeen. They were drornmed out of town for a difference of
ovinion with thelr fellows in authoritv.




Each man was given two loaves of bread and told to move, and keep moving. “God be with
you if you keep going; God help you if you come back” was the final word as the party
moved across the bridge.

The men have left the country. It is said they are gathering in Seattie, where a mesting will
be held in February to discuss further plans for securing their rights.

“We surprised them at their own game,” said Mayer Parks. “They thought we would arrest
them and throw them in jail, at a great expense to the town. We arranged the citizen
police plan of getting rid of them, and I think it was a wise move. T hardly think they will
return.”

“If the 1. W. W-’s come back we have littie jail ropm for them, but pienty of rope. Their dist
will be bread and water, with lots of water,” are the two expressions frequenily heard.

“Can the I W. W.’s come back?” That is the interesting guestion at Aberdeen right now.-
Spokane Press.

ON THE ROAD TO ABERDEEN.
Pasco, Nov, 29, 1911

You ought to have séen the bunch that puiled out of Spokane last night. We were 40 strong
and all in one car. We were ordered to unload by Mr. Brakernan, but we told him to come
in and unioad us. Weill we were met here by a posse and they were armed to the teeth, two
guns apiece and they did their best to “start sornething.” They m& us back and teld us
o get off the right-ofway. I cut across lots and beat them backio fowz. More new later.

DEV.

SOURCES & IMAGES

Quote re Aberdeen WA FSF, IW Nov 30, 1911
htips://www.marxists.org/history/usa/pubs/industrialworker/iw/v3n36-w140-nov-30-1911-
PW.pdf

Industrial Worker

(Spokane, Washington)

-Dec7,1511
https://www.marxists.org/history/usa/pubs/industrialworker/iw/v3n37-w141-dec-07-1911-
fW.pdf

See also:
Tag: Aberdeen WA Free Speech Fight 1911-1912
hitps://weneverforget.org/tag/aberdeen-wa-free-speech-fight-1911-1912/ "
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Hellraisers Journal: How the Sacred
Constitution Is Upheld Against Fellow
Workers in Aberdeen, Washington
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Hellraisers Journal - Saiurday December 30, 1911
Aberdeen, Washington — The Constitution as Upheld for Fellow Workers

From the Spokane Indusfrial Worker of December 28, 1911:




Tacoma, Wash, Dee. 17,1911,

Honorable Marion E. Hay,
Governor of the State of Washmgtm,
mympla, Wash.

Sive-

We, the undersigned, do hereby resp ec@u}l’y caii y@ar attention to the lawlessness wmm
as we are informed, now exis| exis chalis
county, in this state.

mob of hmial men azmeé mﬁl guns. and z:ubs—a g for which
there is no authority in law and Wmch, we whmt istoa marizmi ﬁﬁgree, against the
peace and dignity of our state.

Our laws, as we are informed, provide that persons charged with a crime may be arrested
and after being found guilty in the manner prescribed by law, may be punished. Such
punishments, we are informed, may be fine, imprisonment, the infliction of death penalty
upon the offender, and in certain cases the performance of an operation to prevent
procreation. o

There is no law providing that persons, guilty or innocent; ; irable

may be run out or town.

Trusting that you may, in the exercise of your a&ﬁmﬁf{y as chief executive of our state, see
your way clear to suppress all lawlessness and assuring you of our ability and willin gnes
fo furmsh rouch or evzdﬁm:& of the character he}:emt%a mclz}sadg we begto mmain,

ED {I}HBERT- ;

[Emphasis added.]
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Quote re Aberdeen WA FSF, IW Nov 30, 1911
https://www.marxists.org/istory/usa/pubs/industrialworker/iw/v3n36-w140-nov-30-1911-
W.pdf

industrial Worker

{Spokane, Washingt

-Dec 28, 1911
https://www.marzists.org/history/usa/pubs/industrialworker/iw/v3n40-wi44-dec-28-1911-
IW.pdf

See also:

Tag: Aberdeen WA Free Speech Fight 1911-1512
https://weneverforget.org/tag/aberdeen-wa-free-speech-fight-1911-1912/
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Indusmal Worker: “To Aberdeen or Bust”
'W Men Leaving for Free Speech Fight
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Hellraisers Journal - Friday December 1, 1911
I. W. W. Free Speech Fight On in Aberdeen, Washington

From the Spokane Industrial Worker of November 30, 1511:

The Spokane local of the Industrial Workers of the World is to rush 100 ofits membersto
Aberdeen, Wash,, to fill the jails of that town. They will help in a street speaking agitation
now being waged there.

A telegram from Aberdeen Wednesday o the local secretary, W, A. Dotglass, st2ted the
fight was on and urged that all available men in Spokane start immediately. The
comimunication stated the m*gamzer and secretary of the Aberdeen local were alreadyin
jail for street smakmg

Reports from Portiand, Ore,, tell of an outbreak of “Scap box oraters” in that city. In
conference Wedrnesday the chief of police and Commissioner Coffey decided to jail all
speakers creating street demonstrations. The Spokane Iocal says men wiil be rushed to the
Rose city immediately, if necessary-Spokane “Chronicle.”



























